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as have been in each place accustomed, at iheir charges unto whom by law the same appertains.
The church yard is the freehold of the parson; but it is the common burial place of the dead, and for that reason it is to be fenced at the charge of the parishioners, unless there is a custom to the contrary, or for a particular person to do it, in respect of his lands adjoining to the church yard; and that must be tried at common law. But though the freehold is in the parson, he cannot cut down trees growing there, except for the necessary repairs of the chancel; because they are planted, and grow there for the ornament and shelter of the church.
CHURCHING OF WOMEN, or the thanksgiving of women after child-birth. That service of the church is thus designated which is used when a woman desires to return thanks, with the congregation, to Almighty GOD, after deliverance from the great pain and peril of child-birth. Like many other Christian usages, it is probably of Jewish origin, being derived from the rite of Purification, which is enjoined so particularly hi the 12th chapter of Leviticus. Not that we observe it by virtue of that precept, which we grant to have been ceremonial, and so not now of any force; but because we apprehend some moral duty to have been implied in it by way of analogy, which must be obligatory upon all, even when the ceremony has ceased. If it be asked why the Holy Church has appointed a particular form for this deliverance, and not for deliverance from other cases of equal danger, the answer is, the church did not so much take measure of the peril, as accommodate herself to that mark of separation which GOD himself has put between the pain of childbearing and other maladies. " To endure and bring forth in sorrow," was signally inflicted upon Eve ; and in her upon, all mothers, as a penalty for her first disobedience, (Gen. iii. 16.) so that the sorrows of child-birth have, by GOD'S express determination^ a more direct and peculiar reference to Eve's disobedience than any other disease whatsoever: and though all maladies are the product of the first sin, yet is the malediction specifically fixed and applied to this alone. Now when that which was ordained previously as a curse for the first sin, is converted to so great a blessing, GOD is certainly in that case more, to be praised in a set and solemn office,